
La Bandera de Costa Rica Capital: San José

Area: 51,100 sq miles (includes Isla del Coco)

Population: 3.5 million 55% urban
45%  rural

Ethnic Divisions: 96% White (including mestizo:  Ticos)
      2% Black
      1% Amerindian
      1% Chinese

Important Cities:  San José, Limón, Puntarenas

Currency:  1 colón (c) = 100 centimos

Literacy Rate:  94%

Exports:  Coffee, bananas, sugar, cocoa

Official language:  Spanish
    (English spoken near Puerto Limón)

Major Religion:  Roman Catholic

Largest active volcanoes:  Arenal, Poás,Irazú

Important People:  Don Pepe Figueres, 
  Juan Santamaría, Oscar Arias

Geographic Regions:
Meseta Central:  Valley between volcanoes in the highlands 

(Cordilleras)
Central: Andes Mountains - Cordillera de Guanacaste, 

Cordillera Central, Cordillera de Talamanca
East: Atlantic Watershed (Tropical jungle)
West:  Grazing plains and crop plateaus

Rivers: Over 40 rivers and numerous tributaries

Defense Forces:  Costa Rica’s Constitution prohibits armed forces in 
  the country.  Branches of assistance are:  Civil 
 Guard, Air Section, and Rural Assistance Guard

Indigenous Peoples
Reservation: Talamanca Mountains
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